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Path construction & Rinemon Date
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At the end of the Edo Period, improvements to the
road network were made due to the traffic of the
Northern Guard, and of each respective fishing
ground in Ezo {now called Hokkaido).

A path stretching between Mashike and Hamamasu, an
area which was difficult to travel due to a
continuous cliff, was constructed in the year Ansei
4 (1857 AD) at the personal expense of Rinemon
Date, a merchant in Mashike. The path is 14 ri, 1
cho*, about 55km in length. We refer to one 9 ri,
22 cho (38km) section of this road, which connects
Bekkari and Poro, as the Mashike Sando (Mashike
Mountain Path). *”ri” and “cho” are old Japanese
units of distance. 1 ri equals 36 cho, or 3.93km.

Immediately following the road’s completion, the
explorer Mr. Takeshiro Matsuura, “the Godfather of
Hokkaido,” examined the project and evaluated it
to be “the best workmanship in Ezo.”

MERAEIDIZEILE  MASHIKE SANDO in the Meiji Era
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Following this, the “Mashike Sando™ ceased being
maintained, and soon fell into a state of
disrepair. A foreign advisor hired by the
“Kaitakushi” or Development Bureau of Hokkaido, Mr.
B. S. Lyman, criticized the road as being
“difficult to recognize as human architecture.” In
the year Meiji 22 (18835 AD), Ms. Kimiko Koganei,
the younger sister of the writer Ohgai Mori, wrote
in “Shima Meguri,” or “Tour of the Island” that
“very few people pass along this terrible path.
Everyone circumvents it by ship.. Just ten days ago,
a person lost their life on it.”” From her account,
it seems that the path was both steep and life-
threateningly dangerous.
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The Mashike Sando is a path built at the private
expense of Rinemon Date, although behind the scenes,
it was built at the behest of the shogunate. At the
end of the Edo period, while Japan was expanding its
fishing grounds from Ezo to Sakhalin,

Russia was likewise extending its influence downward
from the north, and the two countries found
themselves in opposition over the territory.

In the year Kaei 6 (1853 AD), when Russia built an
outpost in Sakhalin, the shaken Matsumae clan
hurriedly sent its First and Second Corps. However,
the straits they had planned to travel were already
closed off by drift ice, and the troops ended the
year in Soya and Mashike. They set out for Sakhalin
the following spring, but the Russians had already
withdrawn.

In the year Ansei 2 (1855 AD), the Russo-Japan border
negotiations were at last resolved by the Russo-
Japan Treaty of Amity. Taking this into account, the
hogunate placed Ezo in direct control of the defense
the north and let the Tohoku clans manage their
own s r1ty Given this historical background, we
at this mountain path was not just a simple
0. the transportatlon network of Ezo,
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The Date family history of Hokkaido states that
construction of the mountain path “costed 1,311 ryo
(former unit of Japanese currency) to complete,” and
argued that the project was “a necessary endeavor
because it serves the common interest.” As both a
merchant of the shogunate and one of its retainers,
it seems that Rinemon Date ultimately had no choice
other than to build the wall at his own expense.
If you were to convert the cost of construction to a
modern currency, how much would it be? There are
varying opinions, but one preliminary calculation
valued 1 ryo at about 130,080 yen, meaning that 1,300
ryo would equal approximately 176 million yen
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When ordered to build the mountain path, Rinemon
Date brought in workers from Akita Prefecture
with construction experience, and also hired
local Ainu people and young migrant herring
fishermen who had completed their previous
work. With a workforce assembled, Date
immediately began construction.
Construction began from both ends ofa@Ri=lE dide il
Hamamasu 51de was begun in year Ansei 4 (1857
AD) between ] and 17th. Accounting for an
epcalary ° leap month™ in May, it took 46 laborers
until June 13th, 56 days, to complete their portion
of the road. The Mashike side was begun in late May,
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The Ofuyu Sando (mountain road), a path along the
coast built to connect Ofuyu to Chiyoshibetsu, was
constructed between Meiji 26-27 (1893-94). Compared
to the perilous Mashike Sando, the Ofuyu Sando was
much easier to travel, and used by the majority of
people traveling between Ofuyu and Chiyoshibetsu.
Only the part of the Mashike Sando which connected
Mashike and Iwao was commonly used.
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FRF116(1941) fF, RIFEREARIE S NS & IEZETCA
KFEAEWGLHRYET,

f=fZ L. B30 56(1981)5[:%%.’:%%&%’5@3@ 2180
FEFE Tl BN L. SAOEEORERD
Effm LT, FhCFIREShTINELT:,

In the year Showa 16 (1941 AD), after the retiring
of “Buyoshi Ekitei,” a station on the path
established as a waypoint for services such as post
and trade, the majority of people ceased using the
mountain path altogether. Further, up until the
completion of National Route 231, which connects
Ofuyu and Mashike, in the year Showa 56 (1981 AD),
the road was used only in exceptional cases, such
as for urgent business, the transportation of
ballot boxes, or in the event of a cancellation in
the regularly scheduled ships connectlng the areas.
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Mr. Rinemon Date was a merchant active in the late
Edo period. The title of “Rinemon” was passed down
from generation to generation, with the Rinemon who
built the Mashike Sando being the 8th of his name.
The 7th generation Rinemon, the first to reach Ezo
(Hokkaido), became the first generation of “Ezo
Rinemon.” Because his successor did not inherit the
title of “Rinemon,” it is actually the third
generation of Ezo Rinemon, the man who built the
Mashike Sando, who is referred to as the overall
8th of his title.

The first Ezo Rinemon (the 7th overall) moved from
his home in Mutsunokuni (Fukushima Prefecture) to
Matsumae, in Ezo. Here, he began his trade career
through the store “Dateya,” before becoming a
contractor in the Mashike area in the year Kansei
8 (1796 AD). At that time, Ezo fishing grounds were
operated under a location-based contracting system,
where each site owned by the Matsumae clan was
operated by a merchant. Rinemon also undertook the
management of locations in northern Ezo (also
called Karafuto or Sakhalin) and Nemuro, thereby
expanding his power and influence.

In the year Kansei 11 (1799 AD), the 3rd Ezo
Rinemon, whose given name was Genzaburo, was born
in Matsumae. He was appointed Rinemon with the
death of the first Ezo Rinemon in the year Tenpo 8
(1837 AD).
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Events Leading to the Road’s Construction
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In the year Ansei 4 (1857 AD) the 3rd Rinemon Date
constructed the Mashike Sando between Hamamasu and
Mashike. In addition to simplifying travel and
trade between fishing grounds, the path also played
an important role as a military travel route to the
north, to counter Russia’s advance into northern
Ezo (Sakhalin), The shogunate, experiencing
financial difficulty, ordered that the merchants
contracted to oversee the area construct the road
at their own expense.

W FDEOFEHERFT Rinemon Date After the Road
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In the year Ansei :L (1854 AD), the 3rd Rinemon was
given the permanent status of a feudal retainer and
the name of “Ohki” by the Matsumae feudal lord.
Following that, he took positions as the Matsumae
clan Magistrate of Accounting and Hakodate
Accounting Purveyor, handing over these duties to
the 4th Rinemon before passing away in the year
Meiji 5 (1872 AD).
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In the late Edo period, when Hokkaido was still
called Ezo, the shogunate constructed a mountain
path over a difficult-to-travel area. The path
was constructed in order to ease the logistics of
trade, and to counter the threat of the
southward-moving Russia. The Mashike Sando is a
precious historical landmark which still remains
today
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RUMOI Subprefectural Bureau of Hokkaido Government
HEFEFESEA BRELEOR
Designated NPO, “MASHIKE-SANDO no kai”
HRELVEDE contact address
NPO EZ A EILEDSHHR (10:00~15:00)
Secretariat of MASHIKE-SANDO no kai(10:08~15:00)
BeathART 3 TH 60-1 Ei3 : 0164-56-0003 [
Minatomachi3-6@-1, Rumoi city & @164-54-0003
http:/ /v . kosugi-sp.jp/sando/top.html
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There was a facility along the Mashike Sando called
“Buyoshi Ekitei,” about 8.5km from Bekkari.
Originally an Edo period facility called “Tsukoya™
(1lit. transportation house), the facility was moved
after it burned down. In the year Meiji 35 (1962
AD), it was rebuilt with an elevated floor in order
to withstand snow accumulation. The first manager
of the facility was Mr. Kichiemon Asari, a county
delegate.

As part of Hokkaido’s unique system during the Meiji
and early Showa eras, “Ekitei” (sometimes “Ekitei-
jo”) was operated as a semi-governmental
institution that served as a relay station for
inland transportation, also providing postal
services and accommodations for travelers.

With the development of the transportation system,
the number of people using the mountain path
decreased and in the Showa 16 (1941 AD),
“Buyoshi Ekitei” was r on use.

In the year Showa 24 (1 ), Academic Alpine Llub
of Hokkaido visited the outpost and remarked,
should still be alright for two or t

but the:. glass in the windows is

place to p on the veranda, and

a fire and take shelter from the rain herg.
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Buyoshi Ekitei in Literature
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“A building constructed long ago, removed even now
from the transportation network of civilization. It
is quiet or rather, it is lonesome, blending into
the surrounding mountain road in perfect harmony.”
“Scenery of the Mountain Paths and Fishery Villages
near Mt. Ofuyu,” compiled in the mountain magazine,
“Kita no Yama” (Mountains of the North). Showa 5
(1930 AD) Quote by: Mr. Shugoro Ito (Climber,
Sapporo Saishu Junior College, 3rd President)

“The Ekitei was a large, vacant building. At one
corner of its broad dirt floor, clean, cool water
trickled down with a sharp plip-plip.”

“Buyoshi no Haru” (The Spring of Buyoshi), first
recorded in Taisho 15 (1926 AD) by Mr. Naoyuki
Sakamoto (mountain artist) Compiled in “The
Mountain Seen from the Wilderness” in Showa 32 (1957

AD)
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Reviving ancient path of history & romance,
(BIPEHE (55LAETI) EIF  Whatis Buyoshi EKITEI 7 ) Willc8EBBEEH  Teleoravh Poles Still on fhe Path )
BWEIEICIE, BN 5585 F0nbac MRIFERE] &Ly EXEERICELIBRFIRE e |3EICId. & 5004 22(1889) FI=RE S-S (B3 Parts of telegraph lines and wooden poles installed

in the year Meiji 22 (1889 AD) still remain on the
Mashike Sando. At the time of installation, Ofuyu
and Hamamasu were solitary islands amongst the
wilderness, due to the impassability of snow-
encompassed mountain paths and choppy seas that
resulted in the cessation of ship travel during the
winter. Therefore, in the year Meiji 21 (1888 AD),
a telegraph line was drawn to them from Sapporo.
87km of line between Atsuta and Mashike were run
along the mountain path. Construction at over 1080
meters above sea level was incredibly difficult,
and the project was completed in July of the next
year. In September of that same year, telegraph
services became available in Mashike.
However, a utility pole was swept away in an
avalanche, and service to the area was suspended in
December. The next year, the telegraph lines were
placed 1 meter off of the ground, so that they would
be covered in snow during the winter. However, this
strategy also proved ineffective, and the lines
failed once again in the following December. As a
result, a detoured route was drawn from Sapporo to
Uryu in the year Meiji 24 (1891 AD). The line was
opened in January of the next year, enabling year-
round communications. However, communications from
Mashike to Hamamasu were
routed h Sapporo, a #EILAR
QSR Consuming pro Lkl Direction of Mt.Ofuyu
Esulted in dissatisfoe
with the system, Eventually, the line ough the
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